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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your 
tovm  for  1  970. 

The  Birth  and  Death  statistics  show  a  reversal  on  last  year,  the  former 
increasing  and  the  latter  decreasing.  The  figures  now  very  closely  resemble 
the  England  and  Wales  figures. 

The  infectious  disease  and  immunisation  statistics  are  quite  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  most  worrying  aspect  of  public  health  work  today  is  food 
poisoning.  Notified  cases  are  only  the  top  of  the  iceberg  and  even  though 
no  cases  were  notified,  some  at  least  must  have  occurred.  With  the  steadily 
increasing  number  of  catering  establishments  in  the  town  we  must  maintain  a 
high  standard  of  hygiene  in  them. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  all  Councillors  and  especially  the 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  understanding 
during  the  year  and  also  Mr.  Acres  and  our  secretary,  Mrs.  Wells  for  so  much 
help  and  support. 


G.  WOLPENDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OP  THE  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


G.  Wolfenden,  M.  B. ,  B.  Ch. ,  D.  P.  H. 

Who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  Bradford  and  Me  Iks  ham  Rural  District 
Council  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

W.  P.  Acres,  M.A.P.H.I.  ,  A.R.S.H. 

Who  is  also  Housing  Maintenance  Officer  and 
Petroleum  Officer  for  Melksham  Urban  District  Council. 


OFFICE 


^  King  Street,  Melksham. 
Telephone  Melksham  87 &[ 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  are  mainly  compiled  from  figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General. 

(a)  GENERAL  Area  of  the  District  1,04-2  acres 

Estimated  mid-year  population  1  969  9.590 

Estimated  mid-year  population  1  970  9,580 

(b)  BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

\ 

I 

1 

j  Legitimate 

1  79 

88 

167 

1 

1 

! 

Illegitimate 

4 

7 

11 

1 

Total 

83 

95 

178 

The  Birth  Rate  was  18*6  per  1  ,000  population.  When  corrected  for 
comparability  this  rate  becomes  i8.0  per  1  ,000.  This  can  then  be  compared 
with  the  national  rate  for  1  970  of  1  6.0  per  1  ,000  and  our  1  969  figure  of  1  6.7. 

The  actual  numbers  of  births  increased  by  13,  male  births  decreasing  by 
8  and  female  increasing  by  2\ . 

6%  of  births  were  illegitimate,  a  decrease  by  2%  from  1969- 
Still  Births 


There  were  three  still  births  during  the  year,  one  male  and  two  female. 

(c)  DEATHS 

51  males  and  39  females  died  in  1  970  giving  a  total  of  90  deaths.  This 

was  a  decrease  of  1 5  on  i  969  -  all  the  decrease  being  in  male  deaths.  The 

Death  Rate  was  9.4  adjusted  for  comparability  our  rate  becomes  11.6  per  1  ,000 
and  can  be  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  11.7.  70%  of  our  deaths  were 

over  65  years  of  age. 

(d)  INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  three  infant  deaths  under  the  age  of  1  year,  two  being  under 
the  age  of  1  week,  giving  the  following  rates: - 

Infant  mortality  rate  17  per  1  ,000  (England  and  Wales  1  8) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  11  per  1  ,000  (England  and  Wales  1  2) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  28  per  1  ,000  (England  and  Wales  23) 
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(e)  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Syphilis  and  its  sequelae  . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ••••••••. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . . . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  . 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  . 

Hypertensive  Disease . . . 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  . . . 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease . . 

Cerehro vascular  Disease  . . • 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 


Male  Female  Total 


1  -  1 

2-2 
2  1  3 

3-3 

1  1 

2-2 
1  4  5 

1  -  1 

14  7  21 

6  6  12 

5  10  13 

1  1 


Pneumonia . . . . 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema . . . 

Appendicitis  • .  • . . . 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 


7 

2 

1 


3 


10 

2 

1 

1 


Diseases  of  Musculo -skeletal  System . *  -  1 

Congenital  Anomalies  .  -  2 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc .  -  1 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions . . .  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . . .  2 

All  Other  Accidents  .  1  - 


1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 


51  39  90 


Deaths  due  to  cancer,  including  lung  cancer  and  coronary  heart  disease 
both  decreased  in  1  970* 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


We  again  had  a  minor  epidemic  of  measles  this  year,  A9  cases  as 
compared  with  53  the  previous  year. 

For  the  second  year  of  Infectious  Jaundice  "being  notified  we  had  eight 
cases,  the  majority  affected  being  young  adults. 

There  was  one  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Analysis  of  Infectious  Disease  by  Age  and  Sex 


Age 

Measles 

M  F 

Hepatitis 

M  F 

i  Whooping  Cough 

M  F 

Scarlet 

M 

— 

Fever 

F 

; - 

Under  1  year 

2 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

-  i 

1  -  A  years 

,  10 

1  6 

— 

1 

i  1 

1 

i 

1  1 

;  5  -  9  years 

11 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i  10  -  1  A  years 

1 

- 

— 

— 

| 

•• 

i  15  and  adults 

«*• 

1 

3 

*■* 

—  > 

Total 

2A 

25 

2 

6 

3 

2 

- 

1 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1965 

1  966 

;  1  967 

i  1 968 

;  1969 

1970 

i 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

2 

'  8 

i 

( 

5 

.  -i  1 

Measles 

18A 

53 

183 

8 

53 

A9 

Dysentery 

- 

— 

A 

1  0 

Infectious  Jaundice 

not  notifiable  - 

9 

3 

8 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

— 

i 

8 

!  1  ! 
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IMMUNISATION 


The  tables  which  follow  were  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

1  78  babies  born  in  1  969  were  given  primary  immunisation  (Poliomyelitis, 
Diptheria,  Tetanus  and  usually  Whooping  Cough) .  As  only  1  65  were  bom  in  this 
year  in  Melksham  presumably  the  extra  1  3  moved  into  Me  Iks  ham  during  the  year. 
However,  the  resultant  107.9%  compares  well  with  the  County  average  of  83.2%. 

Measle  immunisation,  usually  given  in  the  second  year  of  life,  showed 
improvement  in  its  figures  this  year  42%  of  1  969  births  being  so  far  immunised. 
It  would  appear  that  measles  immunisation  as  a  standard  procedure  is  not  yet 
fully  accepted  by  parents. 


IMMUNISATION  &  SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  STATISTICS  1  970 


•  ! 

I  Year  of  Birth 

.  i  ....  

M  970  i 

1969  . 

1  968  ! 

( 

1967 

1  966 

;  1 961  -65  j 

1955-60  ! 

Others 
Under  1  6  j 

1 

Primary  Imms. 

i  completed 

s 

during 

1970 

- 

3 

l - 

Diph. 

I  86 

102 

7  | 

2 

1 

- 

6 

- 

- 

llh/C. 

1 - 

>  8if 

1 

101  1 

6 

2 

... 

- 

1 

!  

- 

Tetanus 

|  86 

102  j 

7 

2 

- 

!  6 

! 

Measles 

j  - 

75  ! 

62 

19 

16 

|  7 

- 

— 

Polio 

j  87 

101  i 

2 

i 

11 

3 

_ 

_ i 

• 

1 

Diph. 

1 

1 

i  30 

75 

8 

42 

53 

5 

! 

- 

J 

(i 

Wh/C. 

- 

11 

20 

3 

1 

2 

3 

L---J 

Tetanus 

1  1 

31 

75 

8 

1 

42 

| 

58 

;  16 

1 

Polio 

- 

30 

73 

,  9 

45 

58 

6 

- 

SMALLPOX 

Months 

Years 

i 

Age  Group 

1  0  - 

3  3  - 

■  66 

-  9  : 

9-12 

» 

1  2  -  4  ;  5  -  15 

i 

i 

j 

|  Vaccinations 

- 

| 

1  ! 

1 

107  19 

it 

6 

1 

_ i 

i  Re -Vaccinations  - 

j 

- 

- 

|T 

r 

1 

19 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  personal  health  services, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  C.  D.  L,  Lycett,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Pour  Health  Visitors  and  two  District  Nurse/lAid'wives  are  centred  in  the 
town.  With  the  decrease  of  domiciliary  midwifery,  the  District  Nurses  are 
mainly  concerned  with  hone  nursing.  The  Health  Visitors,  each  of  whom  is 
attached  to  two  of  the  towns  general  practitioners,  are  mainly  concerned  with 
the  young  and  old  of  our  population.  They  give  useful  advice  in  the  case  of 
children  and  are  particularly  helpful  to  young  and  inexperienced  mothers. 

The  elderly  benefit  from  their  care  not  only  by  health  advice  but  by  the 
arrangement  when  necessary  of  home  helps  and  also  by  information  on  other 
forms  of  help  available  from  Voluntary,  County  Council  and  Central  Government 
sources. 

Much  of  the  County  Health  service  centres  in  the  Health  Clinic  at 
Lowboume.  Here,  every  Thursday  from  2  -  A  p.m.  child  welfare  clinics  are 
held,  also  Cytology  Clinics  (l  st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  by  appointment  2  -  3  p.m.) 
and  Relaxation  (ante  natal  exercises)  are  held  on  Yfednesday  at  2  p.m.  The 
Clinic  also  has  a  Dental  Clinic  for  children  (by  appointment  only). 

Other  clinics,  all  by  appointment,  which  are  held  are  Immunisation, 
Speech  Therapy,  Remedial  Exercises,  Orthopaedic  and  Eneuresis.  A  Chiropody 
session  for  the  elderly  is  also  available  by  appointment. 

The  Bradf ord-on-Avon  Maternity  Hospital  hold  ante-natal  clinics  there 
on  Monday  and  Friday  afternoons.  A  Marriage  Guidance  session  is  also  held 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Marriage  Guidance  Council. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


Apart  from  its  own  Melksham  Hospital  the  Bath  Hospitals  are  used  and 
they  also  provide  the  visiting  Consultants.  Maternity  cases  are  mainly  dealt 
with  at  Bradford-on-Avon  Maternity  Hospital  and  occasionally  Trowbridge  and 
Bath. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 


All  our  public  health  specimens  are  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Manor  Hospital,  Bath.  Dr.  Mann  and  his  staff  continue  to 
give  us  excellent  service,  especially  in  the  advice  they  give. 
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Report  of  the 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

For  the  fourteenth  time  I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Urban  District. 
With  attention  now  focused  on  Local  Government  Reorganisation,  one  wonders  how 
many  more  reports  in  this  form  will  be  called  for.  The  value  of  these  reports 
must  rest  with  being  identified  closely  to  a  local  community  and  I  doubt  if  many 
would  read  with  interest  a  report  covering  a  much  larger  area,  and  then  try  to 
extract  the  relevant  facts  for  Melksham. 

Naturally  the  future  must  be  viewed  with  a  certain  uneasiness  as  regards 
public  health  work  which  is  a  local  and  personal  service.  However,  it  would 
seem  that  Public  Health  Inspectors  will  operate  in  second-tier  authorities  and 
thus  maintain  the  essential  local  contact,  and  one  further  hopes  that  with 
sufficient  and  adequate  staff,  progress  can  be  planned  as  opposed  to  happening 
at  the  moment. 

For  1  970,  the  attached  details  do  present  a  reasonably  progressive  picture, 
and  taken  in  conjunction  with  previous  years,  the  general  standards  have  improved 
considerably.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  the  outstanding  need  being 
routine  inspection  work  in  food  hygiene,  shops  and  offices  and  some  aspects  of 
Housing  Act  procedures. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  Dr.  Wolfenden, 
to  Mrs.  Wells,  and  to  all  colleagues  for  their  ready  help  and  co-operation  at 
all  times. 


W.  F.  ACRES, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING  ACTS  1  957,  1  9ft  AND  1  90+ 


(i)  Action  during  the  year: 

Number  of  inspections  and  re -inspections . . . 85 

Number  of  Time  and  Place  Notices,  Sections  16/57  . . 11 

Number  of  Closing  Orders,  Section  17/57  (whole  house)  .  2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders,  Sections  1  8/57  (parts  of  houses)  ••••  - 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders,  Section  1 7/57 . •  •• . .  9 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  substituted  for  Closing  Orders, 

Section  28/57  . . . . .  2 

Number  of  Houses  Demolished  . . . .  — 

Number  of  Repair  Notices,  Section  9/57 . . .  “ 


Apart  from  a  pair  of  cottages  in  Woodrow  Road  being  represented,  which 
concluded  with  the  two  Closing  Orders  mentioned,  the  above  statistics  involved 
action  in  The  City  area  where  practically  all  the  remaining  houses  were  dealt 
with.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  decision  as  to  their  future  rested  v/ith 
the  Planning  authorities,  as  some  of  the  houses  were  listed  as  of  Architectural 
or  Historic  interest. 

(ii)  A  prosecution  was  taken  in  respect  of  a  room  being  used  in  contravention 
of  a  Closing  Order  made  in  1963.  The  owner  was  found  guilty  and  fined  £5  with 
£5  costs. 

Later  the  owner  applied  to  the  Council  for  '  determination'  of  this 
particular  Closing  Order,  and,  on  refusal  appealed  to  County  Court,  As  he  did 
not  appear,  and  was  not  represented  at  the  due  time  of  hearing,  no  decision  was 
made. 

(iii)  Circular  92/69  called  upon  the  Council  to  forward  details  of  Slum 
Clearance  action  proposed  in  the  ensuing  four  years  and  the  .Council  agreed  to 
a  programme  involving  63  properties.  Satisfactory  progress  has  thus  been 
initiated. 

(iv)  Co-operation  between  the  Public  Health  and  the  Housing  Committee, 
continues  to  be  excellent  and  apart  from  re-housing  where  statutory  action. has 
been  taken,  considerable  attention  is  paid  to  formal  representations  made  in 
individual  cases  for  specific  housing  reasons. 

( v)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  such  houses  in  the  area. 
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( vi)  Improvements  to  Older  Houses 

A  further  3l  pre-war  Council  houses  were  modernised  on  discretionary 
grant  basis  under  my  control  as  Housing  Maintenance  Officer  by  the  Council’s 
own  direct  labour  force  at  a  cost  of  £i  4,809.  The  advantages  to  the  Council, 
as  landlords,  and  to  the  tenants  are  most  apparent.  Control  of  the  Council’s 
1 ,378  houses  also  enabled  the  Department  to  ensure  good  standards  of  repair 
and  maintenance  in  all  these  houses* 

The  Health  Department  is  not  involved  in  improvements  to  older  private 
houses.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
improvement  grants  granted  by  the  Council  to  1  3  in  1  970. 

The  policy  of  improving  older  houses  to  modem  standards  is  a 
fundamental  in  all  public  health  progress  and  one  would  hope  to  see  more 
applications  by  landlords  and  tenants  in  the  future,  particularly  with  the 
improved  arrangements  made  by  the  1969  Housing  Act. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1936  AND  19&1 


( i)  Number  of  Inspections  . . . . . .  6l 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  .  15 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served . . . ......*  2 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  ....*... .  2 

Notices  complied  with  ( informal)  ...» . . . . .  ^  4 

Relatively  few  complaints  were  received  and  no  difficulties  arose  in 
having  various  defects  repaired. 

(ii)  A  particularly  difficult  problem  arose  from  statutory  nuisances  in  a 
fairly  new  block  of  flats.  Ownership  was  difficult  to  establish  with  a 
constant  change  of  agents.  In  view  of  very  unsatisfactory  circumstances 
including  re-housing  problems,  the  Council  eventually  offered  to  purchase  the 
property  and  this  was  completed  just  after  the  end  of  the  year  under  review. 

( iii)  Verminous  Premises  and  Other  Infestations 

No  verminous  premises  were  reported  or  discovered.  Identification  and 
advice  on  treatment  was  given  in  other  instances  of  insect  problems.  This  is 
done  in  co-operation  with  a  specialist  firm  who  not  only  identify  but  give  full 
advice.  Such  instances  included  problems  on  the  carpet  beetle  (anthrenus 
verbasci)  and  pupae  of  the  group  of  Syrphid  flies  (popularly  called  ’  rat-tailed 
maggots) • 

One  complaint  of  nuisance  from  pigeons  was  received  but  the  Council 
decided  not  to  utilise  their  powers  under  Section  74  of  the  1  96i  Act. 
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(iv)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 


Very  few  houses  indeed  are  not  connected  to  the  public  sewers  in  the 
Urban  area,  probably  less  than  ten  in  all.  The  arrangements  for  sewerage  and 
the  disposal  works  are  reasonably  adequate. 

Disposal  of  sludge  continued  to  be  of  concern  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  and  much  time  and  thought  were  devoted  to  the  subject  at  monthly 
meetings.  The  problem  in  the  main  was  caused  by  irregular  service  by  the 
contractor  who  collected  the  sludge  for  dispersal  over  farm  land.  Ultimately 
it  was  agreed  to  purchase  a  large  tanker  to  deliver  sludge  to  Bristol  for 
disposal,  this  method  to  be  used  only  as  a  standby.  As  it  transpired,  no 
problems  arose  in  1  970  and  the  Council' s  own  tanker  did  not  have  to  be  used. 

(v)  Water  Supplies 

The  town  receives  its  supplies  from  the  West  Wilts  Water  Board,  but  part 
of  the  Northern  area  is  linked  to  the  North  Wilts  Board.  Quality  is  excellent 
and  pressures  adequate  throughout  the  town. 

The  waters  are  not  plumbo-solvent,  but  are  extremely  hard.  Copies  of 
frequent  sampling  checks  are  received  from  the  two  Boards,  and  the  occasional 
check  sample  is  taken  by  the  Department.  All  were  satisfactory. 

At  the  factory  having  its  own  well  supply  for  domsstic  use,  all  samples 
taken  proved  satisfactory  bacteriologically.  However  there  was  a  problem  here 
with  a  complaint  of  the  water  becoming  "inky"  when  made  into  the  usual 
beverages  of  tea  or  coffee.  A  full  chemical  analysis  was  done  and  it  was 
thought  that  a  large  iron  concentration  caused  the  problem.  Certain  advice  was 
given  and  it  seems  that  the  problem  was  solved. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1  956 

No  formal  action  was  taken,  and  the  infrequent  complaint  of  smoke 
nuisance  from  factory  chimneys  was  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  informal  action 
on  three  occasions. 

One  formal  application  for  approval  to  a  new  school  furnace  was  approved. 

The  problem  of  nuisance  caused  by  *  cable-burning*  at  a  scrap  yard  again 
arose.  By  direct  action  and  also  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Alkali 
Inspector  the  situation  was  resolved,  one  hopes  conclusively. 

Following  representations  the  previous  year,  a  local  mill  went  to  great 
lengths  to  improve  a  dust  problem  during  1 970,  and  considerable  improvements 
were  effected. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  BESTS  ACT  1  9L9 

The  part-time  operator  (shared  with  by  the  Rural  District  Council) 
continues  to  give  excellent  service  with  rodent  control  work. 
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During  the  year  1  93  properties  were  treated  for  rats  or  mice  as 
cony  are  d  with  1  86  the  previous  year.  Of  these  68  were  domestio  premises. 

Test-baiting  of  the  sewers  revealed  no  infestation  by  rats  at  all. 

The  work  is  free  for  domestic  premises,  but  a  small  oharge  is  made  to 
cover  costs  in  other  instances.  The  operator  also  deals  with  other  types  of 
infestations  such  as  wasps  nests,  cluster  flies  etc. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  1  960 

The  one  residential  site  of  56  caravans  is  extremely  well  appointed  and 
all  conditions  of  site  licence  are  fully  maintained.  * 

PETROLEUM  ( CONSOLIDATION’)  ACT  1928 

Sixteen  licences  were  issued  involving  68,550  gallons  of  petroleum. 

During  the  year  two  licences  totalling  3>000  gallons  were  discontinued. 

Actually  as  regards  one  licence  for  1,000  gallons,  this  was  a  refusal  to 
re -licence  due  to  non— production  of  a  satisfactory  electrical  certificate,  and 
failure  to  have  the  existing  tanks  pressure  tested.  The  licensee  later  complied 
with  the  Council's  requirements  to  remove  any  petrol  remaining  in  the  tanks,  and 
the  station  was  finally  closed  down  completely. 

It  is  true  to  say  that  the  standards  at  all  installations  are  now  extremely 
good,  and  only  minor  defects  occasionally  have  to  be  dealt  with  at  the  annual 
inspections. 

One  is  again  very  grateful  to  the  Wiltshire  County  Fire  Brigade  (Fire 
Prevention  Department)  for  their  excellent  and  enthusiastic  work  as  the 
Council's  Inspecting  Officers. 


RENT  ACT  1  957 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  applied  for,  and  again  no  enquiries 
of  any  sort. 

MILK.  AND  DAIRIES 

Regular  routine  sampling  of  all  milks  sold  or  produced  and  sold  in  the 
Urban  area  continued  under  delegated  powers  from  the  County  Council.  No 
'Untreated'  milk  is  sold  and  all  figures,  therefore,  relate  to  pasteurised 
milks: - 


Samples  taken  , 
Satisfactory  .. 
Unsatisfactory 
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There  are  two  produce r/retailer  licences  issued  by  the  County  Council 
and  licences  issued  by  this  Council  are  as  follows: - 


Dealer's  (Untreated)  Licences  .. .......... . . . .  1 

Dealer's  (Pre-Packed)  Untreated  . . . .  - 

Dealer's  (Pre-Packed)  Pateurised  Licences . .  l8 

Dealer's  (Pre-Packed)  U.H.T.  Licences  .  11 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  advent  of  U.H.T.  milk  into  the  area.  Such 
'long-life'  milk  is  mainly  used  as  a  standby  at  the  moment,  but  may  -well  become 
the  standard  article  in  the  future  with  deliveries  over  a  -week,  or  even 
monthly.  I  would  hope  that  soon  date  stamping  of  the  carton  will  be 
obligatory  and  clear  to  the  consumer.  Code  numbers  are  not  really  satisfactory 
for  this  type  of  article  of  food. 

* 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1  960 


The  problem  of  unmuffled  road  breakers  caused  a  certain  amount  of 
difficulty  on  one  or  two  occasions.  Despite  every  co-operation  from  the 
public  utilities,  there  seems  to  be  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
operatives  to  use  mufflers.  However  a  personal  approach  at  the  time  does  good. 

There  were  also  two  occasions  when  it  was  necessary  to  check  operators  of 
mobile  ice-cream  vehicles  sounding  chimes  outside  the  permitted  hours  of 
1  2  noon  to  7  p.m. 


POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1  955 

(i)  There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

(ii)  No  systematic  routine  inspections  under  the  Pood  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  1  9&0  were  possible  with  the  staff  available,  but  I  was  able  to  link 
in  many  inspections  with  other  work.  In  general,  the  standard  is  good  and  the 
new  shops  opened  all  tended  to  raise  the  overall  standard. 

Numbers  of  food  premises  as  required  by  Circular  l/7l  grouped  in  trades:  - 


Restaurants,  Snack  Bars  etc.  . . . . .  9 

Public  Houses  and  Clubs . . .  13 

Confectioners  ••••. . . . . . . . •  •  3 

Butchers . . . * .  6 

Groceries  and  General  . . . .  20 

Fruit  and  Vegetables . 3 

Dairy  . . 1 

Bakers  . . . . •••••  4 

Off  Licences  . . . . •••••••• . .  3 

Fishmongers . 3 
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(iii)  Details  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  withi- 

(a)  Foreign  "body  (piece  of  rubier)  in  a  sliced  loaf.  Investigated  and 
explanation  of  manufacturer  accepted, 

(b)  Foreign  body  (a  nail)  in  a  tin  of  imported  meat.  Investigated  at 
length  with  the  overseas  suppliers,  tut  no  conclusions  reached. 

(c)  Foreign  body  (piece  of  glass)  in  a  bag  of  flour.  Detailed 
investigations  at  source  of  supply  but  no  conclusion  reached. 

(d)  Mouldy  chocolate  from  a  vending  machine.  Found  to  be  !,fat  bloom" 
and  advice  given  on  storage  etc. 

(e)  Pressed  veal  supplied  in  a  slightly  decomposed  condition.  Advice 
and  warnings  given  to  retailer. 

(f)  Sixteen  condemnation  certificates  were  issued,  mainly  at  the  request 
of  traders  for  the  usual  variety  of  tinned  foods,  meat,  fish  etc. 

Included  in  these  was  a  total  of  1  cwt.  of  tinned  meats,  and  seven 
certificates  involving  lengthy  lists  of  frozen  foods  unfit  or 
unmarketable  due  to  refrigeration  breakdown. 

(iv)  Poultry  Inspections 

There  is  one  poultry  processing  premise  in  the  district,  and  two  visits 
were  made  during  the  year,  about  50,000  birds  are  processed,  mostly  hens  and 
some  turkeys. 

Inspections,  ante-mortem  and  post-mortem  is  carried  out  by  the 
proprietor,  and  no  precise  percentage  of  rejections  is  available. 

(v)  Ice  Cream  Premises 

Two  new  registrations  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  were  issued 
during  the  year.  There  are  no  premises  manufacturing  ice-cream  in  the  town. . 
All  registered  premises  complied  with  the  appropriate  regulations.  One  was^in 
respect  of  ’soft*  ice-cream  and  here  keen  attention  was  paid  to  manufacturer  s 

recommendations. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 


(i)  Blue  Pool 

This  public  pool  was  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Daily  local 
checks  of  free  chlorine  are  taken,  and  I  inspect  these  records  from  time  to 
time,  and  also  take  the  occasional  sample  for  bacteriological  examination. 

These  were  all  satisfactory. 

Source  of  water  is  from  the  mains  and  constant  re -circulation  on  a  6/8 
hour  basis  is  maintained.  Treatment  consists  of  filtration  by  twin  Diafilters, 
followed  by  chlorination  and  then  aeration  over  a  cascade. 
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(ii)  Paddling  Pool,  King  George's  Field 


Hand  chlorination  of  this  shallow  pool  is  used  and  is,  in  the  main 
satisfactory* 

( iii)  Shurnhold  School 

Chlorination  and  filtration  plant  proved  adequate  and  samples  taken 
were  satisfactory* 


(iv)  Ipwboume  School 

Again  a  small  training  pool  with  adequate  plant,  and  samples  taken  were 
satisfactory. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1  963 


(i)  Most  of  the  initial  inspections  had  been  carried  out  in  previous  years 
and  up-to-date  details  are  as  follows :- 


Offices 

Shops 

Wholesale 

Warehouses 

Catering  Est* 

Fuel  Storage 
Depot 

Totals 


Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
During  the  Year 

1*. 

12 


Total  Number 
of  Registered 
Premises  at 
End  of  Year 

26 

97 

1 

11 


Number  of 
Persons 
Employed 

267 

1*03 

23 

35 


No.  of  Registered 
Premises  receiving  a 
General  Inspection 
During  the  Year 

2f 

15 


1 8 


135 


728 


22 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises .  A1 

Only  a  limited  number  of  routine  visits  was  made  in  this  connection 
mainly  on  new  registrations  and  some  checking  of  earlier  defects  being 
rectified* 


(ii)  Accidents 

Two  accidents,  non-fatal,  were  reported  requiring  no  detailed 
investigations* 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1 

Action  taken  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 

FACTORIES 


HOUSING-  MAINTENANCE 


As  this  work  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  the  Department's  time,  some 
reference  should  be  made  here.  As  Housing  Maintenance  Officer  to  the  Council, 
the  repairs  and  improvements  to  the  1  ,37&  Council  dwellings  is  under  my  control. 
A  direct  labour  organisation  of  22  men,  including  a  foreman,  various  tradesmen, 
labourers  and  apprentices,  is  operated. 

On  repairs  and  decorations  alone,  some  £27,000  per  annum  is  spent.  The 
Department  bias  excellent  workshop  and  stores  facilities  in  the  main  Bradford 
Road  Depot  and  sufficient  transport  facilities. 

In  this  way,  some  40%  of  the  town1 s  properties  are  maintained  to  a  high 
standard.  The  work  of  modernising  pre-war  Council  houses  is  most  rewarding 
and  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  tenants  concerned. 

Most  of  the  maintenance  work  of  other  Council  properties,  e.g.  Town  Hall, 
Conveniences  etc.  is  also  done  by  the  Department. 
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